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As part of the International 
Day against Homophobia and 
Transphobia, Concordia Univer-
sity held an intimate discussion 
last Wednesday (May 15) to 
raise awareness of LGBT rights 
violations and stimulate interest 
in work to combat abuse across 
Canada. 

Ojibwe-Cree lesbian elder 
and activist Ma-Nee Chacaby 
spoke with Anna Aude, a two-spir-
it woman and community organiz-
er from Abitibi; and the women 
shared their stories of what being 
two-spirit meant to them. 

They discussed Indigenous 
issues, such as intergenerational 
trauma, sexuality, and healing in 
the context of ongoing colonial-
ism. 

Feminist organization les 
Éditions du remue-ménage and 
the Concordia’s Simone de Beau-
voir Institute hosted the event, 
which highlighted Chacaby’s 
memoire A Two Spirit Journey: 
The Autobiography of a Lesbian 
Ojibwa-Cree Elder (University of 
Manitoba Press, $24.95).

“It touches my heart and my 
spirit so profoundly,” Aude said 
of the book. “I’m so grateful; it is 
still hurting our people because of 
the way they (settlers) took over 
Canada, broke a lot of us, but we 
are still here. We still can have 
healing and do our own journey.”

Chacaby recounted her 
childhood, and spoke about her 
two-spiritedness, and how her 
experiences directed her towards 
community engagement.

Her grandmother raised her 
and foresaw that little Chacaby 
had two spirits inside, she said.

“I didn’t know what that 
meant,” said Chacaby. “I was 
four. She was talking to me about 

two-spirit people, saying they 
were very special. They were 
taught by the elders how to see 
dreams. They became healers 
and shamans. They were always 
respected, because we knew they 
were very different.”

Her grandmother, said Chaca-
by, noticed how two-spirit people 
were separated and tortured if they 
didn’t follow church teachings. 
Her grandmother pretended she 
accepted new church rules, but lat-
er she left the church because she 
believed everyone had the right to 
choose their own religion, Chacaby 
said.

“When I was 16, I asked her 
for a first time what two-spirit 

people meant and she explained 
it to me saying (that) I’ll have a 
hard life because people don’t 
like those kinds of things,” said 
Chacaby. “Creator made you to 
be here. Not you only, but all the 
kids that are born different. You 
have to think about those stories 
I told you to pass them on to 
two-spirit people because they 
have right to live.”

Chacaby said she was phys-
ically and sexually abused, but 
one of the things her grandmother 
taught her was forgiveness.

“She said no matter what 
happens in your life, always 
remember to forgive, turn the 
other cheek, don’t be like them. 

But I was tired of pain, I was 
tired watching people committing 
suicide, kids getting raped in their 
own families, kids hurting each 
other, big businesspeople getting 
richer, leaving us poor just like 
little bugs.”

She said writing the book 
freed her.

Chacaby believes it’s import-
ant to share one’s own stories to 
relieve pain; to use art, to care for 
others and help kids.

“That is what I wanted to do,” 
she said, “It was my goal to share 
the truth of what happened to me, 
and what happened in my com-
munity and what my grandmother 
wanted me to share with people.”

She now works with four 
groups in Thunder Bay, four in 
Toronto and two in Winnipeg.

“They are really beautiful 
young people,” said Chacaby.

With the help of a friend from 
the youth center, Chacaby started 
a suicide awareness project in 
Thunder Bay, which includes 50 
people. 

“It was very good,” she said, 
“All the young people took turn 
speaking and talking and sharing 
their stories of their suicide attempts 
and how people commit suicide.”
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Lesbian elder shares struggles and journey
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Ojibwe-Cree two-spirit elder and healer Ma-Nee Chacaby recounts her life and challenges she faced throughout in her memoire, A Two-Spirit 
Journey.


